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Anglo-American Map-Making during World War II:
On “Oblique Perspective Target Maps (Geerlings’ Maps)”
Kaori Takada
The close relation between the United States and the United Kingdom has been referred as 
“the special relationship,” including politico, economic, strategical, and even intelligence fields. 
This paper scrutinizes the process of map-making for the US bomber command during World 
War II. Arrived at Britain, the US Army needed intelligence aid from the UK. But the methods 
of the British aerial intelligence for nighttime bombings were not enough for the US strategy, the 
daytime, precision bombardment. Then the US Army Air Force undertook their own project of 
and a historian of architecture, Gerald K. Geerlings. The British map making sections like G.S.G.S., 
and Ordnance Survey gave full support to this project, by publishing and distributing the target 
maps for the Allied bombardment commands. After the establishment of US Army Air Intelligence 
Command, the US took a leading role of gathering geographical information, and of making new 
types of maps. The processes of Anglo-American map-making in Britain would have shown the 
changing roles of the two countries in the Second World War.
